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School No. 1275
FINLAYSON PARK SCHOOL
CHAIRPERSON’'S ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Evaluative Report of School Aims & Objectives

| wish to acknowledge the committed and enthusiastic teaching staff of our school and their
involvement in all extra-curricular activities which have enhanced our school's community and
the broader learning opportunities for our students. Thank you to our supporters and involved
Board members and to all the support staff also who assist with making our school a trail blazer
for the many “wrap round” programmes that have been undertaken. From a whole Board’s
perspective, we consider ourselves extremely fortunate to be guided by a visionary Principal
who takes a holistic view of the ‘schooling community’.

We have always promoted balanced leaming programmes for our students. Staff have used
the NZ Curriculum, Finlayson Park School Curriculum, Te Marautanga o Aotearoa and
specifically compiled schemes for each Language Unit to ensure this happens. Our school's
underlying principles are based on those in the NZ Curriculum. The School's values are those
perceived to be most important by our school community which were as a result of in-depth
consultation.

Our school’s 4 C’s encompass these values:

- Common Sense - Consideration - Cooperation - Courtesy

Student Achievement

Research shows that it takes 3-4 years of teaching in English for our multicultural second
language learners to show the achievement levels of English speaking first language students
(with Early Childhood experience). This is true to the trends for achievement in our school.

Special Needs

The wide variety of special needs students in our school are very well catered for. All are on
specialist programmes e.g. RTLB, ORRS, RT Literacy, RT Deaf, Language Therapist,
Physiotherapist, withdrawal groups, SWIS and Counsellor programmes and ESOL support.
Achievement levels of these students have all shown progress at their own rate. Much funding
was set aside to provide targeted programmes to cover our needs - valuing the “whole wellbeing
of the child” approach and whanau engagement. Numbers of students in these categories have
escalated over 2018.

Personnel

We have continued to employ high quality staff and staff tumover remains low. This is an
indication of what may be considered a ‘happy and supportive’ work environment.

The Principal, Senior Management team and Board members are all like-minded and promote
the importance and benefits of professional development. Whole-school needs-based
professional development is undertaken to strengthen Teacher knowledge. It was pleasing to
see staff take on all professional development with enthusiasm and implement new learning
within their classroom environment.

Professional development funding was used to strengthen teaching skilis as well as leadership
skills. Board members also accessed funding for their specific needs development.

Finance

The annual budget is monitored closely by the Principal and Treasurer and all Board Members
receive monthly updates. The Principal, Treasurer and Executive Officer liaise regularly on
monetary matters. This has resulted in well managed finances which have been overseen by
EDTECH on a Termly basis. Our Executive Officer is extremely competent and knowledgeable
in all financial matters.



School Self Review

This year our Board members and Senior Managers have continued to review our achievement
levels and inform our community regularly. We have reviewed policies and financial support to
ensure our school continues to be supported in the right areas. With five different language
learning pathways it is essential that our self-reviewing is regular to ensure all levels of support
are available to staff to maximise leamning. This year we have employed Scholl Docs to manage
our policies. 1t has been a huge commitment by Senior Management to get updated policies
online.

Multi-Cultural needs of Students

Total Immersion Maori, Bilingual Maori, Samoan Bilingual and Tongan Bilingual Language Units
and Nga Hau e Wha have continued to strengthen and accomplish learning pathways that suit
our multicultural ethnicities. Our Total Immersion Unit Te Huringa bases their curriculum on the
Te Marautanga o Aotearoa Curriculum document. Continuing staff development was
undertaken in the use of Maori, Tongan and Samoan Assessment tools and language transition.

Te Reo Maori classes are available for staff and community on a weekly basis.

3 Teachers began their first year of TESSOL study. This brings the total Teachers trained or in
training to 28.

Parent Participation

Our Health Promoting School & Home / School Partnership programmes have continued to
strengthen relations with home / school and students. Parents have been involved in a variety
of activities:

e School trips and camps

e Health Education consultation

¢ Curriculum based knowledge hui

¢ Team hui on a wide variety of learning / information topics
e Team open mornings / Assemblies

We have continued to offer free Adult Learning programmes with funding from a variety of
funding agencies. The results being more support & assistance for the children’s learning at
home.

Specialist Programmes

All programmes planned for 2017/18 were continually evaluated to ensure outcomes were
successfully reached. All specialists employed by our school continued to assist students / staff
to a high degree. Regular written reports to our Board of Trustees have kept us all well informed
on the progress and outcomes of these.

We have completed four years of the Arrowsmith Neuroscience Programme with twenty
students. Qur three specially trained teachers have implemented this very intense programme
and results have been extremely significant for every student in this programme.

Environment
Many improvements in buildings and grounds have been completed. Refurbishments and
additions. Maintenance of grounds and buildings has been ongoing.



General

The school is managed and lead very capably by our Principal and her Senior Managers and
we feel very confident in their professional guidance and willingness to share their learnings and
knowledge which benefits the Board greatly.

We are also heartened by the fact that we have been host to a number of national and
international dignitaries again this year. There has always been huge interest in the successful
operations of our school and the uniqueness of our philosophies of nurturing first languages and
bilingual learning. Also for the extensive wrap-around services we offer our students and
whanau.

Our Board of Trustees have worked together very capably. We have been blessed with high
quality members who have supported each other and the school well. This was particularly
evident in the running of the Regionals Kapa Haka competition in our school over 2 days. Thank
you to them all again for their support and willing involvement.

The Board, Principal and staff continue to serve the school with enthusiasm and commitment.
We remain open to possibilities of improving practice, but are proud of the job achieved thus far.

’ Date: _\\ //@‘) &0\9

hool Board of Trustees

Signed: Jaylene Ball

Chairperson Finlayson

Shirley Maihi %N/W Date: ll_/ M

Principal
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Sia Mo’ui - 2018 w102

Strategic Aim:

Students of Sia Mo'ui will develop their ability, skills and experience to use the
Tongan Language appropriately and reasonably accurately to communicate
meaningful messages according to the indicators of their reading, speaking and
writing levels and classification.

Goals for 2018:
e Develop Tongan Reading PM Benchmark Assessments 2018 and trial them
at the END of the year.

o Use newly developed Tongan Gloss Assessment tests to show progress for
all students in 2018.

Goals 1-Achieved- Tongan Reading PM Benchmark 2018

e Assessment tool —Tongan Reading Assessment PM Benchmark 2018 have
been developed by all Sia Mo'ui staff who work collaboratively and the use of
resources: FPS IPI.

e Trialling of Tongan Reading PM Benchmark Assessments: Sia Mo'ui team
has started to use the Tongan Reading PM Benchmark to test the students’
achievements in Tongan reading language in Term 4.

LEVELS Working towards At Above Total ‘
End End End End '
Yr1-8 52 a1 22 115 ‘

Goals 2-Achieved- Sia Mo’ui Tongan Gloss Test trialled.

1. What did our team do?

- Trialled the Tongan Gloss Assessment.

- Teachers tested both in the English and Tongan Gloss test.

2. Outcome

- Teachers_stopped testing the Tongan Gloss test to students that has been
tested in the English Gloss test

- Only for the Tongan students (Non English speakers) are tested.

- Teachers felt it wasn't fair on the students because it is not about testing the
understanding of the languages but about strategies and methods.

- Teachers found that the gloss test was difficult for the students to
comprehend, challenged by the vocabularies of the test and which did not
give a true indication of the students gloss stage information

Recommendations for 2019:

» Use newly developed Tongan Reading PM Benchmark Assessment Tests in
Nov 2018 for students in Sia Mo'ui to gather baseline data ready to show
progress in term 4 2019.

» Begin to develop a Tongan 5.1 test. Use established English 5.1 test as a
guideline to identify the expectations and skills required at New Entrants
level as soon as possible.

» Trialling Tongan 5.1 test as soon as it is finalised.
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